
 
 

Select Themes in Psychology 

Behaviour Modification (PSY 395) 

 

Instructor:   Louis Svenningsen PhD 

Contact information: louis_svenningsen@boothuc.ca  

    204-594-6131 

    213 Petersen Hall 

Duration:    Tuesdays 5:30 - 8:30 pm 

January 16 – April 10, 2018 (Winter Semester) 

Location:  Waldron A 

Credits:    3 credit hours   

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date:   March 9, 2018  

Time Extension Application Deadline  March 29, 2018 

 

Office Hours: I am at Petersen most of the day during the week; therefore, please contact me to 

make arrangements to meet at my office or before class. 

 

Course Description 

 

This course deals with the application of the principles of conditioning theory to the teaching and 

modification of human behaviour. 

   

Course Goals 

The goals of this course are  

a) To give students a general overview of the behaviour modification theories. 

b) To give students information about the factors associated with behaviour modification 

c) To provide information about different areas of behaviour modification and how they    

intersect. 

 

 

Required Textbook(s) and Reading(s)  
Behaviour Modification: What It Is and How To Do It. Martin G. & Pear J. 10

th
 Ed. (2015). 

Routledge.  
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Course Requirements  

1. Final Exam:          35% 

2. Mid-term exam:         30% 

2. In-class assignments (10 assignments)      10%  

3. Online discussions (3 discussions and responses through MyBoothOnline) 15%  

4. Online application exercises (5 assignments through MyBoothOnline)  10% 

 Total = 100% 

Final exam (35%) 

120 multiple choice questions 

Date: TBA 

The final exam will cover Chapters 12-30 

 
Mid-term exam (30%) 

90 multiple choice questions 

Date: Feb 13 (first half of class) 

The mid-term exam will cover Chapters 1-11 

 

In-class assignments (10%):  

In ten classes, you will engage in activities to provide a deeper or experiential understanding 

of a current topic.  

 

Online discussions and responses (15%).  

Three times in the course (weeks 3, 6, and 9) I will post an online question based on a course 

topic. You will be required to provide a thoughtful and critical online response to these 

questions. You will have one week to post your comments to that question. Each response 

will be worth 3.5%. In addition, you will provide a critical response within the following 

week (weeks 4, 7, and 10) to one of the original postings. Each response will be worth 1.5%. 

A fuller description of expectations in postings and responses are in MyBoothOnline. 

 

Online application exercises 10% 

5 submissions 

Submitted through MyBoothOnline. The exercises can be submitted at any time; however, 

final submission dates are listed below. 

 

Each chapter includes an Application Exercise. For each submission, choose any of the 

application exercises from the chapters listed below for each one of the five submissions.  

 

 Submission 1: Chapters 1-6  (Due Feb 16) 

 Submission 2: Chapters 7-12 (Due March 2) 

 Submission 3: Chapters 13-18 (Due March 16) 



 Submission 4: Chapters 19-24 (Due March 30) 

 Submission 5: Chapters 25-30 (Due April 13) 

 

Further descriptions of this assignment is in MyBoothOnline 

 

Assignments must be uploaded to the course website by 11:59 pm CST on the due date. 

Should unforeseen circumstances prevent you from submitting an assignment on time, 

evidence of the situation must be presented to determine whether an extension will be granted. 

Late assignments will be accepted up to 2 days past the deadline, at the cost of 1% per day.  

 

Course Evaluation and Grading System  

 

A+ = 95-100% 

A = 85-94% 

B+ = 80-85% 

B = 70-79%  

C+=65-69%;  

C=55-64%;  

D=50-55% 

Less than 50 is a non-pass  

 

 

Academic Policies 

Academic Integrity  
It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 

portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the 

student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 

include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 

from the University College, or other serious consequences.  

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 

state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted 

directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to 

written material and materials or information from Internet sources. Failure to do so constitutes 

plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 

assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 

answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 

before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 



determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals).  

 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work  
It is the student’s responsibility to claim all course work, assignments or tests. Any course work 

that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of 

final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time, all 

unclaimed course work will be destroyed according to FIPPA guidelines. 
 

 


